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I.—Forrren Po ttrtics. 


THE Burdwan Sanjivani r Bus dwan] of the 97th October says that the 802>w4™ Sarsivan, 
, . Oct. 27th, 1908, 


ot “ object of Lord Curzon’s visit to the Persian 
a iician Gull te ee devise measures for curtailing a gg 
fluence in that Gulf, where her increasing influence. 
is said to be about to overshadow British influence, which was so long 
supreme in that region. The authorities have selected the right man for the 
work. : 
But who is to pay the expenses of the visit and Lord Curzon’s pay for 
' the period he will remain out of India? As India has no interest in the Persian 
Gulf, the whole cost of the visit, including the pay referred to, ought to be paid 
by the British tax-payer. 

2. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 30th October says that it is the 
English nation and not the Indians whose interests 
are involved in the Persian Gulf affair, for it is, 
more or less, a question of maintaining British 
supremacy in the Gulf and checking the progress of Russia in Asia. The 
expense of Lord Curzon’s ensuing voyage to the Gulf ought, therefore, to be 
borne by the Imperial Government. But it has already been suggested in 
certain quarters that it should be borne by the Government of Inilia. It is 
hoped, however, that His Excellency’s regard for justice will prevent him from 
allowing poor India to be saddled with the charge. 


The cost Lord of Curzon’s voy- 
age to the Persian Gulf. 
° 8 


II.—Home ApMINIsTRATION. 
(a)—Polkce. 


3. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 27th 
October says that many people professing to be 

Unjust realisation of wr yd zamindars’ men have realised taxes from the big 
meen ne pe all cats tame" merchant boats which were moored in the river 
below the Bhuapur village within the Tangail sub- 


division of the . Mymensingh district. The boats were anchored in mid-river | 


and did not use any ghats. The zamindars could therefore have no right to 
realise taxes from them. The authorities are requested to enquire into the 
matter. 

4, A correspondent of the same paper says that recently his boat was 
obstructed by dams in many plgces in the river 
near Dapanjor near Karatia in the Mymensingh 
district. These dams are thrown across the river 


Fishermen’s dams in an East 
Bengal river. 


in the evening and are removed inthe morning. This causes serious harm 


and inconvenience to boat traffic in the river. : 
‘The editor says that, towards the end of the rainy season, dams are thrown 
by villagers across rivers in many places, and draws the attention of the autho- 
rities to the matter. : | 
5. The Jyoté [Chittagong] of the 29th October writes as follows:— 
ee One Grish Chandra Patar, an inhabitant of 
Been repPression in the Cox's Bara-bhaola, a village in thana Chakaria in the 
Cox’s Bazar subdivision of the. Chittagong district, 


gave information to the police that his wife, Ajali, had stolen away Rs..700 on— 


the 7th October last. Babu Revati Charan Laskar, the Sub-Inspector of the 
Chakaria thana, came to the place of occurrence with three constables to make 
an enquiry and arrested Sriram Patar, brother of the woman Ajali. and brought 
him to the thana. This man subsequently complained to the Subdivisional 
Officer of Cox’s Bazar that under orders of the Sub-Inspeetor, constables Indra 
Singh and Mangfra, and four other constables had severely tortured him in 
order to extort a confession of the theft. They bound his feet, placed a plank 
on his thigh, and pressed it so heavily that his thigh-bone broke. The man 
was sent to hospital. : : oe 

6. A soataadiiedent from Mymensingh writes to the Sanjwans [Calcutta ] 


vinteosl, of the 29th October as follows :— - 
ded rye sO omer Formerly the chaukidar'’s pay varied from 


LS, 


Rs 2to Rs. 3 per month, The chaukidar used to | 


Hi?avaDi, 


Oct. 30th, 1908. 


CHaRv MIHIR, 
Oct. 27th, 1902 


‘Cuaro Minir. 


JYOTI, 


Oct. 29th, 1903. 


SANJIVANI, 


Oct. 29th, 1903. 
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collect his from the villagers ; consequently there was no oppression u 
them. When there was a eee, the proprietor of the village used to select 
. a man for the post. apa 

af Since the new system came into force, the number of chaukidars has in- 
|e creased and the tax has consequently also increased. The chaukidars tame 
.@ directly under the police. From this time the villagers began to be oppressed 
i in Various ways. 

Then the dafadar was employed on Rs. 6 per month, having 9 or 10 
. chaukidars under him. The tax paid by each villager was doubled and in 
| some cases more than doubled. Formerly poor people and helpless widows 
is were exempted from the tax. But now every one must pay it, so that 

the oppression upon the people has greatly increased. Respectable and 
educated men are not appointed as collecting panchayets. It is only the 
budmashes who are most willing to be appointed as panchayets, and they some- 

times bribe the police to secure them these appointments. 

_ The present chaukidari system does no good to the villagers. On the 
contrary, it does a lot of mischief. ‘The chaukidars never go on their rounds 
at night. The number of thieves and dacoits is daily increasing. 

Nava Yoo, 7. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 31st October fails to see the reason. of 
Oot. Bist, 1908. the indifference of the authorities in the matter of 
checking the sale of cocaine in Calcutta, From the 

south-west corner of Beadon Garden to Faujdari Balkhana there are at least 
ten betel-shops on the Chitpur Road which publicly sell cocaine. 
Bawevra Darras, 8. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the Ist November writes that a 

Nov. Ist, 1908, . dacoity was committed in the house of one Basta 

Bo ic «OC N®.~=«Babu, @ railway contractor, whose wife was mur- 

: : dered by the dacoits, The police failed to trace 

the dacoits. It is to be regretted that out of the many cases of murder in the 
Bankura district, not one has been successfully investigated. | 

Dacca PRakasH, 9. The Lacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 1st November writes that some 

mon Teh, Tite budmashes forcibly carried away a woman from 

Harischandi, a village in Nawabganj thana, for 
immoral purposes. The woman was rescued after the lapse of many days and 
brought to her father’s house, But the — again came in a body and 
carried her away from that place also. The police officers of Nawabganj 
have betrayed a most lamentable incapacity. 

Another case has cropped up at Bejgaon. A helpless woman has been the 
victim of the lust of some knaves who defy all attempts at bringing them to 
justice. | | , 
y We bring these two incidents to the notice of Mr. Rankin, our 

worthy District Magistrate. ‘The most careful enquiry should be made into 
the truth or otherwise of the allegations of our correspondents. If these 
oppressions are not speedily put a stop to, there will be no peace for the peop, 
who are looking anxiously towards the District Magistrate for relief. We 
fervently hope he will give this matter the attention which it deserves, and 
issue strict orders to the police officers of Nawabganj and Srinagar thanas 
* carefully enquire into the cases and put a check upon the doings of the 
culprits. = | 
Prativasi, . 10. The Prativast [Calcutta] of the 2nd November publishes two letters 
iia eo ae the following effect:-— = =§ | 
hinds UC (1) There is great prevalence of rowdyism 
: and budmaski in Nakalia and the surrounding 
Villages in the eastern part of the Pabna district. People fear to give evidence 
against the budmashes. ‘Two budmashes have with great difficulty been sentenced 
to three months’ imprisonment each for having outraged the modesty of a 
woman. Recently an unsuccessful attempt was made on the life of a certain 
Jaladhar Kundu when he was asleep at night. 

A budmash fabricated a cheque for Rs. 15,00 as if given by Mr. Rice and 
went to an ariat in Bera to cash it. The manager of the arhat telephoned to 
Mr. Rice, and the budmash’s object’ was fresieaiel The Mahajan is afraid. of 
) identifying the culprit. _ | } * 

A few days ago a budmash was caught while trying with some others to 
carry away the wife of one Bachhir Karigar with an immoral intention. The 


Me. 


Sale of cocaine in Calcutta. 


Lawlesness in the Dacca district. 
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man escaped from the village chaukidar’s custody. The other budmashes 
then reported to the police to the effect that the chaukidar had murdered 
him. The police has made an enquiry, discovered the truth, and reported 
to the authorities. ne 

The post-master of Nakalia was recently seriously wounded in the throat 
when sleeping at night. His condition is precarious. 

(2) Budmashes have inaugurated a reign of anarchy in the Khatura 
village under the Krishnaganj thana in the Nadia district. It has become difii- 
cult for women to preserve their chastity, and for men to save their honour: 
Foeticideand suspicious death are not rare. It 1s believed that theft and 
‘dacoity also are committed by these budmashes and that they are implicated in 


» the followmg cases :— 


(a) The plunder of some bales of cloth near Changkhali on the Chand- 
ur road. | 

(6) The plunder of a mail bag at the same place. 

(c) The plunder of carriages laden with fish in Gajnarmath. 

(d, The theft of jute at Maghata. 


These budmashes force cultivators to give them more than even a moiety of 
the produce of their lands. They steal and then return the stolen article on 
receipt of money. A chaukidar caught two of the thieves, and then poisoned 
himself order to be saved from their oppression. Peoplefear to give evidence 
against them. Nothing but the employment of a detective police will bring 
them to justice. : aS 


(b6)— Working of the Courts. 


11. The Burdwan Sanjivant | Burdwan] of the 27th October regrets the suspwax Saxsvam, 
transfer of Mr. Chotzener, Magistrate of Burdwan. oct. 27th, 1908. 


Mr. Chotzener, Magistrate of 
Bardwan. 


Mr. Chotzener was an able officer and pleased 
everybody by his manners. The Burdwan people 
are sorry to lose him. 

12. The Medint Bandhav Le dnapors of the 28th October says that 
Mr. Jarbo, Deputy Magistrate of Midnapore, was 
deprived of judicial Sas wers and made a Road-cess 

and Certificate Officer by Mr. Luson, the late Magistrate and Collector of the 
~~ district, on account of his having caused serious miscarriages of justice. 
Mr. Jarbo is now trying to regain his lost power, but the manner in which he is 


Mr. Jarbo, of Midnapore. 


performing his duties as a. Road-Cess and Certificate Officer does not show that 


he is yet fit to be re-invested with judicial powers. It is rumoured that he has 
sought the help of the local mukhtears’ bar. But if the mukhtears remember 
the oppressions they suffered at his hands when he possessed judicial powers, 
they will never take up his cause. © ~ 

— 18. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

28th October writes as fuilows:— 

The substance of the Barrackpore Cantonment 
Magistrate’s judgment in the Barrackpore cooly murder case is that it is true 
that the accused had kicked the deceased, but the deceased would ‘not have 
died if he had not tried to run away, and, in so doing, had not his spleen 

\Tuptured in consequence of a fall, eee 
__ Indians, beware about the future! Do not move or stir when you are 
kicked by a white man. Bravely bear European kicks; or no one will be held 
responsible for your death. ; | | 
here is one word to be said in this connection. Indians keep servants 
and often beat them for misconduct. But it so happens that no Indian master 
ever ruptures the spleen of his servant. Some time ago @ worthy Indian 
editor said that the spleen was the root of all evils in India, and that it 1s so 
pas ° to break at the touch of white feet and hands. Is there no remedy 
or this es, : | | 
14. The same paper says that an enviable notoriety has been gained by 
Notoriety gained by th se Ie Mr. Roe, District Judge, 9 hs he Baran Aap 2 
X tho expense of native lives, © Mr. Justice Sale in the Bain ease, and by the 
| Barrackpore Cantonment Magistrate 10 the Bar- 
 rackpore cooly murder case. To fofiens is due the credit of sacrificing their 
| : ) icin ee : 


\ 


The Barrack pore cooly case. 


Mepini Banpaav, 
Oct. 28th, 1903. 
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lives for the purpose of raising these three ministers of justice to such notoriety. 


HITAVARTA, 
Nov. Ist, 1908. 


HITAVARTA. 


HiTavaRta. 


MisTaBHasl, 
Nov, 8rd, 1903, 


A monument ought to be erected for their glorification, and the history of these 
three cases should be engraved on its walls. | 

15. A correspondent of the Hitavad [Calcutta ] of the 30th October makeg 
the following complaints against the Kendua Syb. 
Registry office in the Mymensingh district :— 
| (1) Bribes have to be paid in order to get 
deeds registered in the office, otherwise one word is broken up into many, 
quafey, for instance, being divided into qej and afeq, TEMA into Try 
and wi and extra fees are realised in this way. ; } 

(2) Forms for land-owners’ fees are sold in the office at prices vuryin 
from annas 2 to Re. 1, andif people do not offer to pay for them they are 
dismissed with the answer that there are no such forms in the office, and if 
people submit manuscript forms for want of printed ones, they are rejected. 

On the 15th or 16th October last. three such forms were sold for annas 6 to 
Babu Loknath Sen, a pensioner, and some days before that Re. 1-8 had been 
taken from Navin Sarkar for three other forms. 

16. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the lst November says that the system 
of jury trial has become something like a huge 

— mockery, because man is naturally disposed to 
show a bias in favour of hisown countrymen. The object of the jury system, 
namely, the prevention of maladministration of justice under racial impulse, is 
very often frustrated by jurymen, especially in cases in which the trying officer, 
the jury, and the accused are all of the same creed and nationality. It is 
regret that jury trial has become the worst sort of trial nowadays. 

17. A correspondent of the same paper is sorry that the Subdivisional 

ee Officer of Sasseram does not permit litigants wear- 
seo® shoe question in the Sas- ing shoes of native fashion to appear before him 
in his Court. , | 

18. Another correspondent writing to the same paper from Bhagalpur is 

ene oar _ .glad that some students whom the local gee had 
¢ Bhagalpur students’ case. = Charged with having made an unlawful assembl 
have been discharged by the trying officer. The editor observes that there 1s 
@ growing tendency nowadays on the part of the students to show boisterous- 
ness, a defect for the removal of which immediate steps ought to be taken by 
the authorities. | 


A Sub-Registry office in the 
Mymensingh Gstriet. 


(c)—dJasls. 


19. The Mistabhas: [Calcutta] of the 3rd November writes as-fellows:— | 
: Madan Gopal, the Malda zamindar, is a 
prisoner in the Presidency Jail,Calcutta. He was at 
first engaged in the oil-pressing machine. At that 
time some one put some tobacco and a pair of pantaloons near him. For this | 
the Jail Superintendent punished him with solitary imprisonment. He was 
then given the work of grinding pulses, which he could not do to the satisfac- 
tion of the jail officer. For this offence he has been given gunny dress and his 
legs have been fettered. He has also been pala with severer punishment 
if he should fail to do satisfactory work in future. 

Now, let us enquire who placed the tobacco near him? It must be some 
jail officer who didit. We fail to understand why the Jail Superintendent 
punished Madan Gopal without making any enquiry. We hear that jail 
officers have been taking large sums of money from Madan Gopal’s men as 
bribes to keep him at ease, but they are tormenting him in all possible ways. 
i | sg that strict notice ought to be taken of the conduct of the jail 
officers. : 


0 sions upon a prisoner in 
the Presidency Jail, Calcutta. 


(d)—Education. . 


20. The Sanjivans (aicatis) | of me 29th October has heard that be 
alcutta Presidency and Engineering Coll 
A 4 sary orate ite be removed either “A Ranchi 4 rpdeoe ps” this. 
legen. a is true, how is it that the public has not been 


t } { 
/ ; 


i 


+ ) 
\ 


ee 


allowed to know anything about the proposal before its settlement? Why such 
secrecy in such a matter, it is difficult to imagine. kc TS 
“There existed in our country, in ancient times, the famous University at 
Nalanda, where 90,000 # pg used to study. Again, in Navadvip, many 
thousand pupils assembled in the olden times for the purpose of hy We 
have therefore no desire to put obstacles in the way of the authorities in this 
matter. But we have one apprehension which is that when the Presidency College 
is removed to Ranchi or Hazaribagh, so many students as now sdad in this 
College, will not be admitted to it. As only a limited number of students is | 
admitted to the Medical and the Engineering College, the same thing will be 
done in the Presidency College. Ours is no groundless apprehension. Gov- 
ernment can never be ges to provide accommodation for 600 or 700 
students; consequently, only a few well-to-do boys will be able to join the 
College. By this means the view expressed by the Universities Commission that 
the University is no place for the poor, will be given effect to. Sons of middle 
class people will be excluded, for they will find it impossible to defray the 
heavy expenses which will be required to enable them to read in the Presi ency 
College in Chota Nagpur. The authorities have therefore made very effective 
arrangements for giving higher education only to a limited number of youths: 
If Government opens a separate College at Ranchi, leaving the Calcutta 
Presidency College intact, it will give satisfaction all round. | 


21. The same paper writes as follows :— 

On the recommendation of the Secretary to 
the Bethune College Committee, Government has 
appointed Babu Syamadas Mukerji as a Professor in that College. We 
objected to this appointment, but’ Government paid no attention to us. 
We propose to show how bad have been the results of Government’s 
indifference in this matter, The late Babu any Kumar Chattesji used to 
teach philosophy and mathematics, and it was for teaching philosophy in 
the college classes and mathematics in the first or second year class, that a 
Professor was required to be appointed in his place. But without taking this 
into consideration, the Secretary recommended Babu Syamadas, who is 
proficient only in mathematics, for the vacant professorship. We shall show 
what confusion has resulted from this. ee , 

_-Under the orders of the Secretary, the Principal of the Bethune College 
has arranged that Babu Syamadas should teach English and mathematics in 
the college classes, and that Babu Kali Prasanna Das, who is Professor of 
mathematics in the Bethune College, should also do the same. So the newly 
1 A a Professor of mathematics has begun to teach English in the B.A. 
classes ! Ha | nice arrangement this, no doubt. Can Mr. Kiichler be ever 
expected to be asked to teach English in the Presidency College? Babu 
Kali Prasanna Das has been for a long time teaching mathematics in the 
college classes. But he has now been asked to take some English in order that 
Babu Syamadas may get some mathematical subjects. The Secretary is 
perhaps of opinion that any one can teach English in the B.A. classes. We 
hope Mr. Pedler will visit the Bethune College in order to see with his own 
eyes how grossly things are being managed there. | 


22. A correspondent of the Education Gazette [Chinsura] of the 30th 

The alphabetical primer for the OCtOLer draws attention to the ill-advised action 
primary schools,’ oof the educational authorities in appointing for the 
juvenile classes of the primary schools only one 

reader treating of both simple and compound letters; This will not only 


Confusion in the Bethune College. 


deprive children of the delight they usually feel in finishing one book dealing | 


with simple letters, and commencing a new book, treating of compound 
letters, but it will also cost parents more, If the two subjects were 
dealt with in separate books, each could be priced lower than the combined 
book, and when a child spoiled one copy, @ fresh copy might cost his parents 
less than it does now. B eeping the two subjects separate the authorities 
would also have been enabled to select the best books in each subject. As it 16, 
both parts of the text-books selected are not, equally good. Separate books for 
simple and compound letters woud also have enabled authors to turn out books 


better printed and better illustrated. 


) 


SASJIVARI, 


Oct. 29th, 1903, 


EDUCATION GAZETTE 
Oct. 30th, 1903. 
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= : The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 81st October considers the com- 
Oe at, 1908 - 7 = plaint that has been made against the educational 
The Bethune College Professor. 4 thorities by the Sanjivant newspaper regardi 
as the appointment of Babu Syamadas Mukerji as 
a Professor in the Bethune College, Calcutta, 88 perfectly groundless and 
as proceeding from sectarian jealousy. The Sanjtwvant is a Brahmo organ and 
Babu Syamadas is a thoroughgoing Hindu. That is why the Sanjivani 
cannot look with favour apon Hysme as Babu’s appointment. It is, indeed, 


ot right that the teacherships and professorships in the Bethune College 
should be a monopoly of Brahmos and Christians. The fact that the institu- 
tion contains more non-Hindu than Hindu teachers and professors leads many 
Hindu parents not to send their girls there. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


Tarrvns Hrrarset , 24, The Tripura ee of the 27th October complains of the 
Oct. 27th, 1908. bad condition of the roads in the Brahmanbaria 
beri Meniaisaliy the Brahman- town, The drains in the Goalpatti are not pruper- 
ly cleansed. A light-post near the house of Babu 
Kamini Kumar Chakrabarti, pleader, was removed from that place a year ago, 
but it has not yet been replaced. Filth and street sweepings are not properly 
and timely removed. The public privy in the town 1s _ on all sides, 
and this causes great inconvenience. It is to be hoped that the Chairman 
and the Commissioners of the Brahmanbaria Municipality will remove all 
these inconveniences. / 


BURDWAN SANsIVANt, 25. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 27th October strongly 
a ee he mufae. vjects to the proposal of Government to appoint 
sal municinlitie. official. assessors in the mufassal municipalities. 
Such assessors will not have the local experience 
of the Commissioners, who now make the assessments, and, being appointed 
by Government, will be without sympathy with the people, and their 
sole object will be anyhow to increase the assessments. Municipal assess- 
ments in the mufassal are already extremely heavy, and any increase thereof 
will be simply unbearable to the people. | 
__ Itis hoped that Sir Andrew Fraser will reconsider the proposal before 
giving effect to it. | 
ron — -26.. The Mihkar [Contai] of the 3rd November says that this year the 
Nov. 8rd, 1908, Pe ey ae District Board of Midnapore has in many places 
os of the District Board of Midna, cased out the right of fishing in the roadside 
pore, . ditches and cutting grass on roadside lands. But 
the lessees are committing much zulm on poor 
people. Nanda Ram Maiti, the lessee of the rights in respect of the Chandpur 


Toad, takes hay, etc., from the manjhis of the boats laden with such things 
which pass through the roadside ditches, 3 


(9) —Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


cease Mim. 27. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 27th 
On October says that an order has recently been 
7 | issued to the effect that no passenger should hence- 

forth use the flat on the river below the Jagannathganj station on the Dacca- 
-Mymensingh Railway. The consequent inconvenience of passengers, in the 


absence of a waiting-room at the station, is great. Some arrangement should 
be made for a waiting place at the station, - Be 


TarpuRa HirassHt, 28. Tho Tripura Hitaishi [Comilla] of the 27th October complains that 


Oct, 27th, 1908. the train of the Assam-Bengal Railway which is 
_ Amiisey cummins. —__ timed to arrive at Comilla oh Badarpat at 11 

say eae comes so late as to catch the Chittagong train at Comilla 

ir of at Laksam, as it ought to do. This irregularity causes serious 
inconvenience to passengers for Dacca and Narayanganj, as they often fail to 

catch the steamer at Chandpur and are detained at the latter station for a day- 
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29. We can have no objection, says the Sri Sri Viskuw Priya-o-Ananda % fu vusr 
Supply of food to Darjeeling azar Patrika Ngptosir of the 28th October, to AvanDa Basan 


the arrangement recently made by the Govern- 


_ ment for supplying food to first and second class 
passengers by the Darjeeling mail train on the occurrence of unusual delay 


on the way, but it would have looked well if the privilege had been accorded 
to third class passengers as well. 

80. The Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 30th October publishes the following 

railway complaint: — 

Babu Kali Mohan Basu, No. 21, Ram Mohan 
Datta’s Lane, Bhowanipore, Calcutta, says that on the 24th October last all the 
doors, with the exception of one, for selling tickets to third class passengers 
at the Howrah station on the East Indian Railway were closed at the 21-41 
train time. The rush towards the one door which was open was consequently 
very great. A number of women were almost choked to death and one of 
them fainted away. A boy of 13 or 14 fell down, and would have been 
trampled to death had it not been for the kindness of some men who extricated 
him with great difficulty. A police constable, who was most probably on 
duty at the place, saw all this most apathetically, as if he was a statue of stone. 


mail passengers. 


A railway complaint. 


Many passengers missed the train through inability to buy tickets in time. At 
the Sealdah railway station there are separate doors for selling tickets to 


female passengers. Similar arrangements should be made at Howrah. 


31. The Howrah Hituisht [Howrah] of the 31st October thanks the Board 
of Directors of the East Indian Railway for 
appointing a Bengali as an Assistant District Traffic 


A thanksgiving. 
Superintendent. This is honour done to a Bengali for the first time. 


82. The Prativast [Calcutta] of the 2nd November says that third class 
hackney carriages are still not allowed to enter into 
the Sealdah railway station in spite of a recent 
order to the contrary, the wooden board containing the old prohibitory order 
not being still removed. The railway authorities are requested to remove | 


A railway complaint. 


the board, — 


33. The Nikar [Contai] of the 3rd November has received a letter signed. 
: ao 8 by a large number of the inhabitants of Birulia 
The site for a sluice in the ond the neighbouring villages under the Nandigram 


thana in the Midnapore district, The following is 


Midnapore district. 
the substance of the letter :— 


The sluice-gate, which Government has graciously desired to construct at 
a place 50 cubits south of the 22nd milestone, should be constructed at a 
distance of 150 or 200 cubits north of the 23rd milestone for the following 


reasons :— 


(1) The northern part of the Birulia village being lower than its 
southern part, a sluice constructed at the site contemplated by the 


authorities will not drain the whole field. 


(2) The site proposed by the villagers being near an inhabited 
locality, the work of guarding and maintaining the sluice will be 


easier there than at the other place. 


Oct. 28th, 1903. 


HrtTavaD!, 


Oct. 30th, 1903. 


How2au8 HirTaisnH1, 
Oct. 31st, 1908. 


PRaTIVAS!I, 


Nov. 2nd, 1903. 


NIBAR, 
Nov. 3rd, 1908, 


(3) If a sluice constructed at the place contemplated by the authorities — 


ever gives way, the tanks in the villages west of it will be filled 


with salt water, giving rise to serious scarcity of water. 


!  (A)— General. 


34, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 


28th October writes as follows :— 


Pensions to the late Sir Syed If not pricked by the Péoneer’s high-flown 
> encomium on the late Sir Syed Ahmed, we would 
not have said anything about him. The Pioneer says that Sir Syed’s services to 
the Government were unparalled, and'we would have been glad if our contem- 
porary had mentioned some of bis services. So far as we know, he did no 
other service to the Government beyond trying to check the Congress move- 
ment. And as a reward for this service a mopthly pension of Rs. 350 has been 


Ahmed’s family. 


\ 
, 
\, 


8r1 Sri Visuyv 
Priya-o- 

ANANDA BAZAR 
PATRIK4, 


Oct. 28th, 1993. 
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MvuRrsHIDABAD 


HrtaisuHl, 


Oct. 28th, 1903. 


JYOr!, 


Oct. 29th, 1903. 


SANJIVANI, 


Oct, 2th, 1908. 


 ‘Arravapr, 
Oct. 30th, 1903. 


Hitavapi. 


_ Yates. | | 
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to his family. Again, itis rumoured that a man named Ras Majaud, 

9 y ter a monk pension of Rs, 200, will be sent to England for 

education at Government’s cost. It is public money which fills the coffers of 

the Government. mney what principle, therefore, does Government apply it 

lp private persons 

. a Phe Murshidabad Hitaisht [Murshidabad] of the 28th October says 

that the rule including names and addresses among 

The revised telegraphic rates. chargeable words according to the revised rates of 

inland telegraphic fees, will, so far as the native public is concerned, more 

than counterbalance the benefit sought to be conferred by the revision, for the 

names and addresses of natives are long, so long, indeed, as often to consist of 

10 words or even more. A boon would really have been conferred if names 

and addresses had been exempted from charges. It is hoped that Government 
will reconsider the matter. 


36. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 29th October writes as follows :— 
Progress is the order of the universe. At the 
Rumored transfer of the very commencement of British rule in India 
ee Chittagong came under it. It has since enjoyed 
all the blessings of British administration. The permanent settlement, the 
excellent laws under which the Indian administration is carried on, self- 
overnment, and the right to send a representative to the Provincial Legislative 
Cennell—te got all these. Will it be just to deprive it of all these all on a 
sudden? Such a retrograde measure cannot fail to plunge Chittagong into an 
abyss of tyranny and deprive it of all the previleges and advantages which it 
has so long enjoyed. | | 

O Lord Curzon! You are pulling the thread of our destiny behind our 
back. We know nothing of what you are doing and our anxiety is naturally 
very great, Everywhere it has been given out that the Chittagong Division is 
about to be transferred to Assam. But you have said nothing definitely as yet. 
Is it proper to leave us in such terrible suspense ? If for administrative purposes 
the measure has become absolutely necessary, will the blessings which we have 
enjoyed for 140 years be allowed to remain inviolate? If they are snatched 
away from us, how will you do us justice? For that loss none but yourself 
will be held responsible before the eyes of God and man. We have a humble 
prayer to present to you:—Allow us to know beforehand what you are 

doing in this matter, so that we may express our views as clearly as possible. 


37. The Sanjivanit [Calcutta] of the 29th October writes that the new 
telegraphic rates next year will cause more incon- 
venience and loss to the people of this country than 
the existing rates. The only party to profit by the 
change will be the Europeans, as in the case of most of them no address except 
the name of the place will be necessary. While to the Indians the heavy 
charge for the address will serve as a deterrent to their sending of telegrams. 
No one among them will ever think of sending a telegraphic message if not 
forced by danger, etc., to do so. Newspaper conductors will also be benefited by 
the new rates. Messages will cost them less than at present, for copies of them 


will be available at 4 annas per 100 words to newspapers not paying for the 
messages. 


38. Referring to the grant of pensions to the family of the late Sir Syed 

: | Amed of Aligarh, the Hitavadé [Calcutta] of the 

Pensions to the late Sir Syed 30th October says that ‘Sir Syed did no good to the 
Ahmed’s family. ; | ° ; or 8 

gies Hindus, neither was he in the good graces of the 

entire Muhammadan community. Is it therefore just to support his family with 

public money? The Ptoneer says that he did great services to the British 


Government. If so, the British Government ought to bear the expense of the 
maintenance of his family. 


39, The same paper is ge | , eet the Viceroy is determined to transfer 
: det the Chittagong Division to Assam, and Orissa to 
Bagh dismemberment the (Central Provinces, in spite of the earnest 
uae _protestations of the public. True reform does not 
consist in either dismember ga province or appointing a Lieutenant-Governor 
where there was a Chief Commissioner before. The grave and important 


The proposed inland telegraphic 


of 


? 
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subjects of art,  oapes the industries, education, police, etc., which Lord 
Curzon has already taken up, ought toabsorb His Excellency’s attention, so that 
reform in those matters may be certain. His Excellency should also consider that 
he is going to do great injustice to the Chittagong and Orissa Divisions by 
attaching them to backward provinces. . 


40. The same paper “— that the agitation by the Anglo-Indian friends of 

merson has compelled Government to make 
arrangements for sending him to England in a 
transport ship and paying him a compensation of 
£30 as soon as he will land there. An sdditional sum of Rs. 50 will also be 
paid to him before embarkation to enable him to meet his minor expenses. 
Besides these, he will get the money which the Anglo-Indians have collected 
for him. So much for the white soldier. On the other side, Government is 
silent over the question of helping the poor native who was seriously wounded 
by either Emerson or one of his twocompanions. This is Government’s devotion 
to Justice ! This is its fair play! And this the value which is set by it upon 
justice: 


41. A correspondent of the same paper savs that formerly the Khalli- 
sukhali branch post-office in the Khulna district 
used to receive mails at night. That arrangement 
was very convenient to the local people, because they could, if necessary, start 
for Calcutta, Khulna, Jessore, etc., by steamer on the morning afterreceiving 
their letters and telegrams. But for the last few months great inconvenience is 
being caused by the arrival of mails in the morning. Khalisakhali is an 
important village and 4 business centre. It is therefore hoped that the 
authorities will re-establish the former arrangement for the arrival of mails at 
the post-office. 


Goverament’s treatment of 
Emerson. 


A postal complaint. 


42. The same paper says that the revised rates of inland telegraphic fees, 
a instead of being advantageous to natives, will 
FE nn Hh ay a of inland often oblige them to pay more than the present 


HITAavaDI. 
Oct. 390th, 1903. 


HITAVADIL 


HitTavaDi. 


rates, for their names and addresses are always — 


long—so long, in fact, as often to consist of 10 or 12 words. The revised rates 
will, however, be advantageous to the merchazt community and to white men, 
who contribute most largely to the income of the Telegraph Department. 


43. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 30th October says that the 
eee _ revised rates of inland telegraphic fees will not be 
fens Te vined tates of telegraphic advantageous to natives, inasmuch as their names 
and addresses are always long. ‘ The revised rates 
will, however, be of great advantage to Anglo-Indians, and especially to Anglo- 
Indian merchants, whose names are registered in the Telegraph Office. ‘The 
Chamber of Commerce has triumphed, and as to the black men, one need not 
mind their interests much! Will not Government reconsider the matter ? 


none 44, The same paper thanks Government for 
Syed. spandlhyg the family of Sir granting pensions to the family of the late Sir 
Syed Ahmed of Aligarh. 


45. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 31st October says that so far as 


deferred telegrams are concerned, the rule including 
; names and addresses among chargeable words 
according to the revised rates of telegraphic fees, sanctioned by the Govern- 
ment, will be prejudicial rather than beneficial to the public. Addresses in the 
mufassal are not unfrequently very long. Suppose aman sends a deferred 
telegram of only four words to one Navadwipendu Narayan Das Gupta, care of 
ndra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri, village Gopinathpur, post-office Gonsal- 
durgapur. Under the revised rules, he will have to pay a fee of more than 
12 annas for this telegram, whilst accordiog to existing rule he can send 8 words 
to the same address at a cost of not more than 8 annas. There is time yet*for 
the authorities to reconsider the matter. A boon will really be conferred on the 
public if the revised rate for deferred telegrams is so modified as to exclude 
names and addresses. = | , 


The revised telegraphic rates. 


MIHIR-0-SUDHAKAR, 
Oct, 30th, 1908. 


MIHIR-O-SUDHAKAlI. 


BANGAVASI, | 
Oct 31st, 1903, 


Sar Sai VIsHNO 
Prrya-0- 

Amwanpa BazaB 
PaTRIKA, 


Oct. 28th, 1903. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Oct. 29th, 19038. 


Nava YOG, 
Oct. 31st, 1903. 


NrHaR, 
Nov. 3rd, 1903. 


M8pini BanpDaav, 
Oct. 28th, 1903. 


HitavaDi, 
‘ Oct. Sth, 1903, 
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JII.—LEGIsLaTION. 


16. Referring to Sir Danzil [bbetson’s speech in the Viceregal Legisla- 

" ” “ ‘tive Council on the proposal of establishing agri- 

The proposal of establishing  gyjtural banks in India, the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o. 

a anise ine! ELH Ananae Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 28th October 

says thatagricultural banks are capable of doing much good, and no harm, to 

the country. It is therefore hoped that the Indians will enthusiastically work 
out the proposal, is 


47, Referring to the Co-operative Societies Bill recently introduced into 

: the Viceroy’s Legislative Council, the Sanjivang 
cwomge! of the 29th October writes as follow :— 
A perusul of the provisions of the Co-operative Societies Bill has quite 
disappointed us. We hoped that the agricultural banks would help the poor 
cultivators. That hope, we are afraid, will not be fulfilled. The principle that 
cultivators having money to spare will come forward to establish banks for 
mutual help will be found unworkable in most places in Bengal. Most cultiva- 
tors in Bengal have no money to spare, and it will therefore be impossible to 
establish agricultural banks in most places. One of the provisions of the Bill 
is that the shareholders in the banks will get no interest for their money. If 
they are to get no interest, for what purpose will the poor raiyats purchase 
shares in the banks at all? No one will make any outlay in the hope that he 
may himself get a loan when in need. | 


48. The Nava Yag [Calcutta] of the 31st October has the following :— 

oe mate Government has become extremely anxious to 

‘ Baro um preserve the ancient monuments of India, as if the 
preservation of such monuments will save the 

people from the visitations of famine and protect their spleens against the kicks 
of Europeans. A Bill Pago, bed the preservation of such monuments has, 
therefore, been introduced in the Viceroy’s Legislative Council. But the Bill 
is silent about the preservation of that ancient monument of Indian kings— 
the work of protecting distressed subjects. How can the Indian people be 
expected to take an interest in the preservation of only the useless monuments ? 


49. Referring to the proposal of establishing agricultural banks in India 


7 the Nihar [Contai] of the 3rd November says that 

beeen impossible that poor Indian cultivators, 

who are unable to make their two ends meet, will establish such banks with 
their savings. 


The Co-operative Societies Bill. 


V.—ProsPects oF THE Crops AND ConDITION oF THE PEOPLE. | 


50. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 28th October speaks of | 

ee. a a almost complete failure’ of crops and extreme 
By Bway distress in the Pataspur and Doro parganas of the 
. Midnapore district. The crop prospects in some 

of the villages within the Ghatal and Sadar subdivisions of the district and in 


the jungle tracts are bright and hopeful, but not so in the other villages. Crop 
prospects are also gloomy within the Tamluk and Contai subdivisions. Midna- 


pore will, hardly yield an average 6-anna autumnal crop. 


51. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 30th October says 
Issue of certificates ina famine. that Babu Pulin Behari Ghosh, the khas tahsil — 


_ gtricken khas mahal in the Midna- 


Bangura Darran, 
Nov. Ist, 19038. 


Manager of the Doro Pargana khas mahul in the 
ee. Midnapore district, is iaauee the poor famine- 
stricken inhabitants of the pargana by issuing certificates against them. Govern- 
ment ought to\depute an impartial official to enquire into their real condition 
and cease to harass them for arrears of revenue. sets Ree 

52. The Bankura Dares ‘Bankura } of ihe lst November writes that it 
pays a bas been raining heavily’ and incessantly since 
Bony ang — > > Wednesday last. Great Tosa is rears Aber to 
oak . the standing crop thereby. The rabi erops must 
all be lost. The prospect, is gloomy throughout the whole district. 


\ 
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VI Misomnzameous, 


3. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 27th October says that Anglo- 

Indians have done a great wrong b abusing 
Lord Curzon for ‘endeavouring to deal aut pure 
| es justice in cases aguinst white men. These Anglo: 
Indians have failed to understand His Excellency, who is really a friend of 
theirs. Some of the Anglo-Indian editors and correspondents haved entirely lost 
their serse over the matter. Similar conduct on the part of a native editor 
would have seriously imperilled him. ns a8: 

54, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
28th October says that it isa matter for considera- 
tion what are those good qualities on the possés- 
| sion of which by Mr. Bourdiflon the British Tndian 

Association will congratulate him in the valedictory address which they desire 

to give him. es 

“a A correspondent of the same paper complains that the door-keepers 

of the Sakshi Gopal temple, 20 miles from the 

Jagannath temple in Puri town, realise a fee of 

| two pice from each pilgrim for entering the temple, 
The Managers of the temple are requested to put down this illegal exaction. 

56. It matters us very little, says the same paper, whether Mr. Bourdillon 

or Sir Andrew Fraser is our Lieutenant-Governor. 

What is wanted of the ruler, whoever he may be, 


is only this,—that he does not commit unnecessary 2ulm on the natives. 


57. The Sunjivani nae of the 29th October writes as follows :— 

e Anglo-Indians have tun mad over fhe 
-retrials of Bain and Emerson. If Lord Curzon 
had not been such a strong-minded Viceroy, probably they would have 
attempted to outcast him. The Englishman, the Pioneer, the Madras Matt, 
and other Anglo-Indian newspapers have been showing great insolenee. The 
Cupital, which represents the views of the Eurasians of Calcutta, also shows 
the same spirit. It writes as fellows :—‘‘It is not safe for the soldiers to try 
to defend themselves from the assaults of the natives. The time has come 
when it is idle toexpect redréss from the law courts.” It is easy to understand 
what must be the motive of such writing. The Capital is exciting the soldiers. 
to native-hunting. \ If the editor of a native paper had written in this way 
he would perhaps have been sent to jail for it. But not only are the authorities 
indifferent to such insolence and seditiousness on the part of the Anglo-Indians, 
but they. have greatly increased their impudence by attempting to explain 
their own conduct. Government has been supplying food and raiment to 
Emerson since his retrial, has undertaken to send him home at the expeénéyu 
of the Indians, and has paid him Rs. 450 out of the money raised by the 
taxation of the natives of the soil; yet it has got only abuse and no gratitude 
from the Anglo-Indians. Itisa matter of the. greatest regret and surprise that 


The Anglo-Indian attack on 
Lord Curson. 


British Indian Association’s 
Pr ky to Mr. Bourdillon. 


Illegal exaction in a temple in 
the Puri district. | 


The Lieutenant-Governorship. 


Anglo-Indian haughtiness. 


Government encourages such haughtiness. This can never augur well, Many 


thousands of innocent persons are rotting in hAajet in our country, who are 
‘Teleased after long suffering, physical as well as mental, and after the —e- 
diture of lots of money. Does Government ever feel disposed to pay them 
compensation for their losses and troubles ? 
58. One signing himself as “Sri Sri Dukén K&ta” (the man with two 
ee fae chopped ears) contributes the following to the 
Pree Cee _ Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 30th October; 
Thad had a smoke of guli (a preparation of opium) and was doung away 
when a mosquito began to buzz about my ‘nose. As the human mind loves 
change and the mosquito’s monotonous song was far grnedy ge ie, £0 
the little thing away, bunt soon it came back, and I found that it went on 
repeating its visits as often as it was expelled. “ » hesery of @ mosquito, be off, 
be off.” I exclaimed. ‘The tiny cresture developed the power of specoh 
and said,‘ Why should 1 be off? Are younot my food? “ What,” 
: Teplied, “Z\your food. An ee ereatare ‘like you, whom I ea 
Ispose of with a slap,.to have the presumption to say © bry ylbpet: ta 
The teonmaio elelaied, ‘¢ Yes, yow are our food, just as fish and gonte are 


\ 


\ 


Cuanv Mra. 
Oct. 27th, 1908. 


Su: Sar Visusv 
PR 


Oct, 28th, 1903, 


Sri Sar Visaysv 
Prarrao — 

Amanpa Basare 
PaTRika, 


Sar Sar Visuuu 
Priya-0- 
Amampa Bazar 
PaTRIKA. 


SaNJiVaNi, 
Oct. 27th 1903. 


eable, Edrove . | 


¢ Z atti your food!” 


SA pet BI mation. te 
" . rae we eae 
SE a le Ms Me ee) x 
2 Me ee " oe 


eye 


iNet epost eae eS eee ax one Ar re Ska. a whe 
on Fo Seo Ske . DT Sy : chang 
+ Soe oe FRA a 4 a aeraeenal “= bee. pe er ‘ / 
- ‘ é . 
ine) 


SS 
_ oS a 

y m 
> > ae ~~ ‘ 


ses a errOrE 
ate 


ey aa . . 
SAO fake ESE . 
te a ~ ; 


ibe 
~ . = cea, He ~ 
= i Sa RRR SRE 


( 958 ) 


ith only this difference that we are kinder than you. You kil] 
os animals you live upon, while we keep those alive from whom we draw 
our sustenance.” And as it was saying all this, it became transformed into a 
man, and in his new shape ordered his coachman to get his garry ready.’ A 
buggy came up, the worthy mosquito got into it, and went away. I asked 
him, “Where are you going?” He said, “To the Eden Gardens.” 


Not only the mosquito, but all beasts are being turned into men and 
all men into beasts. Oh, how funny itis! A manon horseback was comin 
in my direction. All of a sudden the rider was changed into a horse an 
the horse into a man, and the new man said to the new hcrse, ‘I shall ride 
on you.” Said the rider that was, ‘‘ Brother, I implore you for protection. 
No more shall I ride on a horse. I swear I shall not. I shall be simply 
undone if you ride onme.” But a sharp application of the whip was the 
only rep! vy he received, and taking the horse (now @ man) on his back, galloped 
off, crying and weeping, while his new rider went away merrily, humming 
a love tune. 


A molla was going armed with a knife to sacrifice a.cock, Suddenly the 
molla was metamorphosed into a cock and the cock into a molla who, knife 
in hand, and with a flourish of his long beard measuring 173 inches, said, 
‘‘What now?” The molla—that—was said in a hoarse and indistinct voice, 
‘Do save me, my darling! I am — to fall at your feet. This knife is 
very sharp and its slightest touch will make the blood flow in torrents. 
I have all along sacrificed animals, but have never been treated as a sacrifice 
myself, I have got half-a-dozen children who have none to take care of 
them except myself.” The cock replied, ‘‘Then wait. I must blunt the 


edge of this knife and then apply it to your throat.” He plunged his knife 
and began to eut away, and the molla groaned in agony. , 


What is th’s again? A punkha cooly is being vigorously chased by a 
European. Suddenly the European is changed into somebody looking very 
like Hari Dom, and the cooly into Mangoe Saheb of the hide-godown, wearing 
a pair of stout boots? This is now the cooly’s turn, and he said to the saheb, 
“You nigger, I will rupture your spleen.” The European said in a trembling 
voice, “‘ You seem to have forgotten everything. Don’t you remember that 
you used to pull my punkha and had to-day fallen asleep for a minute, and 
that I had pursued you so far in order that 1 might rupture your spleen? 
Well, I may not go so far as that this time and am willing to go back.” With 
eyes reddened by anger the cooly replied, ‘‘ Hold your tongue, haramzada. 
Look here, your complexion is dark, mine is white, you may let me alone, 
but I will not let you go. I shall be excommunicated by the European com- 


munity if Ido not rupture your spleen.” On hearing this the sated ran, fast 


ae by the cooly, exclaiming ‘ Nigger, nigger, hip hip hurrah, hip hip 
urrah. 7 


What is this? Here is a law-court with a Deputy Magistrate seated 


ona chair and an accused person, wearing hand-cuffs, ‘standing before him. 
The order is passed that the accused shall undergo two years’ imprisonment. 


Suddenly a wonderful change comes about. A mighty person, robed in light, 


- descends from the sky and appears on the scene. He occupies the seat of 


justice. The hand-cuffs are taken off the hands of the accused and put on 
those of the Deputy, who is made to stand in the dock with joined hands 
asa defendent, while the accused, clad in white, takes the place of the 


plaintiff. The Judge now turned towards the plaintiff and asked him, ‘‘ What 


is your charge against the defendant?” to which he replied, “Misuse of 
the just power of punishment. The Deputy has punished me, although he 
knows that 1 am innocent.” The Judge then asked the De uty, ‘‘ What 18 


. your answer to the charge?” And the latter replied, “It is useless to try 


to conceal my offence. We must sing his praise whose salt we eat. Like 


other Deputy Magistrates, I, too, punished the accused simply to pleasemy 
official superiors. For, no conviction, no promotion. What. can1do?” Said 


the Judge, “As you have disgraced the seat of justice by selling your 
conscience in exchange for self-interest, I. must punish you.” Paralysed by 
fear the Deputy sald—‘I am ready to resign my post, be pleased to let me 
off this time,” to which the Judge gave the reply, “There is no forgivenes® 


/ 
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in a court of justice,” and passed the sentence that the hand with which the 
Deputy had written the order of unjust imprisonment should be cut off. } 

This time @ father, an octogenarian, and his daughter, a widow of sixteen 
years of age, appeared on the scene. She said to the old man, “Father, I 
- pecame a widow when I was only nine i old. Will you make me happy 
by permitting me to marry again? ‘The Sastras sanction the remarriage of 
widows.” The father got extremely angry and said, “ Wicked girl, can 
you not practise self-restraint ? Shall I bring disgrace on my pure family 
for your sake? Be off, be off. Are you not ashamed to talk of such marriage ?” 
When this conversation was going on, the old man received the news of his 
wife’s death which had occurred only an hour before. He instantly turned 
to his daughter and said, “There is no harm if a man marries a second time. 
Come and make preparations for my second marriage.” 

What a fearful sight! Agoat with a sharp knife attached to its forelegs 
is going about the streets, making people run away in fear. The goat is 
standing in the street and a ge mea in a loud voice—‘ I am a goat-man, 
the apostle of God. Men had been so long castrating goats, but now God 
has ordered that goats shall henceforth castrate men. Fear not, come to me, 
If you become eunuchs you will save yourselves from many sins.” But 
nobody heeded him, and people fled in different directions. Just at this moment 
dinner was announced by my little daughter, und opening my eyesI found 
that it was an opium reverie that I had been indulging in. 

59. In continuation of the article which appeared in a previous issue 
(see Report on Native Papers of the 31st October 
1903, paragraph 30) under the heading “ Des- 
truction of Indian arts,” the Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 30th October quotes 
from the “‘ Seir Mutaqherin,” one of Nabab Mir Kasem’s letters, a letter written 
by Sergeant Bregs(?) on the 26th May 1762, a letter written by Muhammad Ali, 
the then Collector of Dacca, to the Governor of Calcutta in October 1762, 
and a book entitled “ Consideration of Indian Affairs” and written by an 
English merchant named William Bolts in 1772, in support of its statement 
to the effect that the beginning of British rule in Bengal was marked by a 
long course of tyranny and inhuman oppression committed by the East Indian 


- Destruction of Indian Arts.” 
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Company’s servants on the traders and manufacturers of the country, and © 


SAYS :— , 

- Reader, were ‘similar oppressions ever committed in Bengal or in any 
other part of India within historic times? The stigma of cruelty has indeed 
been indelibly attached to the names of Nadir Shab, Siraj-ud-Dowla and others. 
But did eyen these men ever think of committing such oppressions? Not to 
speak of other men, the Company’s Directors themselves had to say :— 

“We think vast fortunes acquired in the inland trade have been obtained 
by a scene of the most tyrannic and oppressive conduct that was ever known 
in a age or country.” ae 

he arts and industries of the country were smothered by a long course 
of such inhuman eppression. English merchants destroyed them not in lawful 
rman but by the application of brute force, and reared and improved 
English manufactures with the enormous wealth plundered from the inhabitants 
of this and other countries. | | 
60. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 31st October has the following :— 
iia i fa ae e humbly ask, what has the country come 
: des to? Are we to believe as true what cannot 
possibly happen, what is, in fact, impossible? But we see no reason to 
disbelieve what is being said. How can we disbelieve the news which the 
principal guides and organs of the Anglo-Indians, the Anglishmun and the 
Indian Daily News, incarnations of truth and defenders of righteousness as 


they are, are collecting and publishing in a spirit of seriousness—news, to the 


truth of which they swear on the Bible and in connection with which they 
make liberal subiate ? Wretches as we are, we cannot help asking— What 
has the country come to ? ) ae ee ee 

We have heard of, and we have seen and are still seeing, cases in whic 
black men have died at the touch of a saheb’s boots or under a blow —_ 
a European’s hand. We never hesitate to believe in such occurrences. oa 
what a sudden change is this! We now. hear that the Europeans in 


| 
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me meek and inoffensive, have to read the Bible morning 
~ yao 939 and are carrying out the commandments of the Bible to the longt 

of forgiving their aggressors and are turning their left cheek on bein g 
smitten on the right; that it is only when oppression by natives becomes un- 
endurable to them that, like so many go0d boys, they go to the law-courts, 

etition in hand, to seek redress; that they keep themselves silent even when 

ten by natives and are not provoked even when insulted by them. Does 
not this news make one involuntarily exclaim— What has the country come to? - 

What makes us say all this will appear from the following:— 

A Lahore co ndent has received the following from Quetta:—On the 
morning of the 16th instant, a Pathan thansama of the Korail dék bungalow in 
Beluchistan attempted to attack Captain Gidney with a knife. On the day 
preceding the occurrence, the Captain had remonstrated with the khansama 
and threatened to report against him. ‘T’he khansama, therefore, refused to do 
any work and proved disobedient in other ways. On the Captain quietly 
coming to ask him the reason of his conduct, he ran into the kitchen and a 
little later came out and boldly proceeded towards the Captain, who clearly 
saw that the ‘hansama intended to attack him. He put his hand into his 
pocket as if for the purpose of taking out his revolver, although he had no 
weapon with him at the time. This had its desired effect, and the man receded 
and hesitated to carry out his intention of attacking the Captain. He did 
not, however, even then give up his swaggering attitude and cried out that 
he would square up his account with the sahkeb. . The Captain then “quietly 
and guardedly returned to his room and reported the matter at once.” The 
man is now in hajat. He was incited by his wife to attack the Captain and bis 
intention was to kill him. It is a noteworthy fact that, when the Captain 
told him that he would have to suffer for his conduct, the Ahansama replied that 
‘the Sirkar would punish a white man and not a.native.” 

' If the Englishman newspaper is to be believed, a worthless military man 
like Captain Gidney ought to be at once removed from the army. A d——d 
native came to attack him with a knife, and he had not courage even to snatch 
the knife away from his hand. Like a meek creature, he remained content 
with holding out to the man the threat of a criminal prosecution and flying 
“quietly and guardedly” into his own room! Such an incarnation of Jesus 
Christ may be of service to the English nation in matters spiritual, but should 
not be kept in their Indian military service one minute more. Such & man 
is quite unworthy of the name of Englishman. ‘ 

The khansama seems to be no ordinary khansama; he seems to read 
newspapers and he must be a supporter of the Congress. How, otherwise, could 
he say that the “ Sirkar would — a white man and not a native?” Alas, 
Lord Curzon, what is it you have done! Alas, Lord Kitchner, what a bad 
turn have you rendered to India! Your undue indulgence has spoiled the 
natives. Well may we ask after this—What has the country come to? 

61. Referring to the Englishman newspaper’s recent writing on the 

| : . condition of Bengali literature, the same paper 

The Englishmay on Bengali says :— | 


— Though we cannot agree with the Haglishman 
in all that he says on the subject, we cannot deny that some of his views meet 
with our approval. The improvement of a country’s literature depends upon 
many things, and the chief among them is the support or patronage of the 
Sovereign. There was a time when literature in this country received the 
help an pee of the wealthy, If this did nothing else, it at least enabled 
those who devoted their life to the cultivation of letters to live from hand to 
mouth, being thereby in a position to give all their time to literature. But those 
days are gone. Itis, also, not every day that Bengal produces a Bankim Chandra 


ora Vidyasayar. It cannot be ‘possible for Bengali literature to improve itself 


at the hands of a few Deput strates and plead h nly short. 
leisure for literature free. ng ane pleaders who can have only s 


i er their day’s work. To make the land fertile and 
raise good. crops on it, .it is necessary to labour like a coolie, spade in hand. 
But how can a coolie work if he gets\no food? Has the Engiishman’s regret 
at the deterioration of Bengali hterature any meaning, when Government 
is indifferent to that literature, when a good. Bengali writer has to wait for 
half-a-dozen years before his application for a literary pension of Rs. 25 or 80 
Ss \ | 
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is granted, and when the school-book is the only book which sells? You ask 
for good books. Well, suppose a man writes a good book in two years. 
How many people will read it? The praise bestowed upon it by a handful 
of Englishmen will not certainly remove the author's wants. Govern: 
ment may, it is true, be induced to purchase a few hundred copies of it. 
But to make it do so is no -easy task. Can the Englishman say how, under 
these circumstances, it can be possible for Bengali literature to improve 
itself ? | | 

62. The same paper has the following in the course of a long article :— 

The European editors of Anglo-Indian news- 
papers like the Englishman and Capital of Calcutta, 
_ the Madras Times and the Madras Mail of Madras, 
and the Bombay Times of Bombay have not certainly lost their head, but their 
audacity has inordinately increased. The explanations which were given by 
Lord Curzon and Sir Denzil Ibbetson in connection with the Bain case made 
the Anglo-Indian editors think that they were the real sovereigns of the 
country. The compensation given by Government to Emerson of Madras 


The present attitude of the 
Anglo-Indian editors. 


also made these editors think that they were the real Badshahs of India. 


The truth is that these Anglo-Indian editors know how to cow down the weak. 
Lord Ripon was a good and quiet man, and the Anglo-Indian editors of the 
time tried to take advantage of his goodness, Lord Curzon also is being 
treated in the same. fashion by the present Anglo-Indian editors. It was 
Lord Canning who kept these editors in check. Many of them had to 
undergo the harassement of criminal prosecution ‘and many had to make 
abject apologies. The audacity of the 


attacks and oppressions of the natives on European soldiers have made the 
latter quite uneasy. As matters stand, European soldiers can hardly wait for 
their oppressors to be dealt with by the law courts. 

This is nothing more or less than clear advice to European soldiers 
to take the law into their’ own hands. But where was the need for giving 


such advice? Do not European soldiers ere kill natives, and do not — 


natives always keep themselves ready to be killed by European soldiers? It 
is strange that Capital has not been prosecuted for sedition. In Lord Canning’s 
= the Friend of India was on the point of being prosecuted for that 
offence, 


63. The same paper welcomes the new Liecutenant-Governor, as the 


The new and the outgoing 
 Lieutenant-Governors. 


time and he had grown 
good name. 


64. The Rangalay LUateetia of the 1st November writes as follows :-— 

he farewell address of the British Indian 
Association to Mr. Bourdillon was very ably written. 
There was no overcolouring in it, and yet sweet 
the most elegant and courteous style rig, 
of sweet and genial speech. He knows how to 
live in genial companionship with our people. He has much of the charac- 
teristics of the old class civilian. Notwithstanding all that Mr. Bourdillon 
may say to the contrary, however, it is a fact which cannot be gainsaid that 
a beeen civilians do not possess those excellent qualities which characterised 

eo 

heartedness, and willingness to do good to others. A B oceeas4 cross dis- 
position, a characteristic, defiant gait, marks the modern civilian—qualities which 
we, though a conquered people, cannot like. We are thus compelled to step 
aside a little to save our self-respect. It will be our good fortune if the 


a few years to come. Mr. Bourdillon, the outgoing 


to love the province. May he live long and earn a 


The farewell add 
Bourdillon e ress to Mr. 


words were expressed in 
Mr. Bourdillon has the gift 


example of Mr. Bourdillon succeeds in bringing to the modern civilian any 
*ppreciable degree of gentleness and civility. ) : 
he same paper writes as follows :— 

As we do not know Sir Andrew Fraser, we 
have not the courage to say anything about him. 
(dhenké) husking machine, even. 


65. 
Sir Andrew Fraser. 


This we know that the if translated to 


present Anglo-Indian editors has — 
exceeded every limit. The Capital of Calcutta, for instance, says:—The © 


official who will wield the destinies of Bengal for - 


Lieutenant-Governor, was in Bengal for a long. 


set, viz., habit of genial conversation and speaking sweet words, large- © 
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heaven, must do its perpetual duty of husking paddy and do nothin 

We must go on huskiug paddy, even if Sir Andrew Prides be our Tivateoan 
Governor, and we would have been still husking paddy if Mr. Bourdillon 
had remained here. There is, however, one difference. r. Bourdillon knew 
us, and he would have thonght carefully before he kicked. Sir Andrew 
knows us not, and he will kick carelessly only with a view to get work done 
It is this that troubles our mind, and for this alone should we like to see sien 
experienced Bengal civilian as Lieutenant-Governor, It is not every one that 
can be, or knows how to be, a Sir John Woodburn. 


Urryva PAPERs. 


66. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 24th October 1903, adverting to 
Hace baccies hkl the gg = vag eo of India for 
a ot ee raising the salaries of the Viceroy and his secre- 
eS ‘iia observes that the sent tendency of 
Government is only to look to the increment of the pay of the highly paid 
superior officers, but no one ever thinks of the difficulty felt by the subordin- 
ates who draw small pay. | 
67. The same paper remarks that no. place has been fixed for the 
: examination of the Uriya candidates for the Police 
ving Sub-Inspectorship ex- Syb-Inspectorship examination to be held on 24th 
anes and 25th November next. This may probably be 
due to the absence of any candidate from Orissa. The absolute dependence 
of the Uriyas on nomination and want of courage to excel in competition 
indicates the still backward condition of the province. : 
68. A correspondent (a mukhtar of Puri) of the same paper writes thut 
= i the practice of the Magisterial Courts in Puri is 
__ Criminal cases against the Toliee that when a complaint is brought against a police 
officer, the Deputy Magistrate in charge, after record- 
ing the complaint, submits the papers to the District Magistrate, though in 
other cases he passes the necessary orders himself, The District Magistrate, 
in most of the cases thus submitted to him, directs the complainant to produce 
preliminary evidence, which bing done, he summons the accused if he 
deems it necessary. ‘I'his practice is in vogue since Mr. Garrett’s time. The 
people naturally fear to bring criminal charges against the police, and cannot 
therefore refuse a proposal for compromise. It is ngt proper to encourage the 
police by accepting a compromise after recording preliminary evidence in 
a case. Although there is nothing illegal in it, still the conduct of the 
police in such cases ought to be enquired into and the accused dealt with 
departmentally. The editor agrees with the correspondent, and requests 
the District Magistrate and Commissioner to take this matter into their 
consideration. 


69. The Dewali festival and Kali puja, says the same paper, passed 
off in Cuttack town without any hitch. The 
stringent Police orders of the preceding year 
against burning fireworks were slackened to a large 
extent this year, but the passes granted to carry the idols in the streets with 
music were unnecessarily detained in some cases, which caused pain in the 
minds of their owners. Two or four days prior to the festival the police 
having prohibited the firing of crackers in the streets, no one ventured to sell 
them. This was & loss to the traders in that article. Nine persons were burnt 
in Calcutta while preparing crackers, but still the preparation of fireworks 
was not forbidden there. The rule which seems to- obtain here is that if a 
house is burnt down no one should be allowed to cook rice. 


70. Alluding to the pro = of appointing permanent assessors in 
muiiasal municipalities, the same paper observes 

aah bennett venicipalitice that considering the hue and cry Saeed in the 
| Cuttack Municipality last ing ‘to indiscri- 

: \ p pailty last year owing 1n 

minate assessment made by a paid assessor, the proposal to appoint permanent 
assessors for the’ purpose does not seem to be a sound one. Government has 
asked the — of the local officers and Municipal Commissioners on the 
proposal, and the Chairman of the Balasore and Pari Municipalities being the 


“The Dewali festival and Kali 
puja in Cuttack. 


opium and liquor in Burma. 
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District Magistrates will no doubt give their opinion in its favour; but the 
editor is astonished to hear that the Commissioners of the Cuttack Municipality 
have also supported it without much consideration. The end of local 
self-government, which is to train the people in the smaller works of 
administration, will be frustrated if the a Commissioners are deprived 
of their power of assessing the rate-payers whose circumstances they know 
well. The proposal to appoint special assessors shows that the Municipal 
Commissioners are not fit for making assessments, but it is not fair to ‘elalden 
the Commissioners of a Municipality unfit because its income does not come 
up to what the Government thinks it should be. The Government might 
be mistaken. The Municipal Commissioner who supports the proposal 
admits his unfitness, and such an admission means that he has lost self- 
respect. In future no one who has self-respect would like to be a Municipal 
Commissioner. 
71. The same paper also says that fever has 
increased in the town of Cuttack. 
72. There las been rain in the interior and 
the paddy crop 1s safe. | 
73. The Government is anxious to increase the consumption of opium 
| and spirituous liquors in Burma; but this must be 
Increase in the consumption of the case in every place where increased income is 
looked for. When will this shortcoming disappear 
_ from the English administration ? 
74. The Urtya and Navasamvad | Balasore ) of the 1st October observes that 
x the owners of “ free emigration’ depdts not being 
<r ma po — of re- required to register their recruits in the districts of 
ee recruitment, District Officers have little control 
over their doings. A woman was produced for registration by a licensed 
depot, but registration was refused because she made conflicting statements. 
She was being taken away to Calcutta and was found in the train by an agent 
of another depdt who gave information to the Railway Police. The matter 
is under judicial enquiry. | 


Public health in Cuttack town. 


State of the crops. 


75. The same paper says that the Maharajas 
gsi cocoons in the Tributary of Moyurbhanj and Keonjhur have paid attention 
. to the cultivation of silk cocoons in their States. 
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